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essentially humanitarian, anti-national. Only the proletarians can
destroy nationality, the proletariat alone can allow the different
nations to fraternize.'
As yet, this remains an unfulfilled dream.
While Mars was right in prophesying the concentration of
capitalist industry, so far at least as its more important branches
are concerned, into monopolistic or nearly monopolistic forms,
he was wrong in supposing that this implied a great diminution
in the number of individual capitalists. In such countries as
England, France, or Holland, there are innumerable old ladies,
retired colonels, and rentiers of various kinds, who live on the
interest of their investments. Such people are the backbone of
the parties of extreme reaction, since they have nothing to occupy
their minds except the stability of their shares. Even working
men become interested in the maintenance of the capitalist
system if they belong to a friendly society which has invested
funds. There is, in fact, no such clear-cut division between
capitalist and proletarian as Marx assumed. Following Hegel, he
looked for the embodiment of logical categories in the actual
world, and expected facts to have the sharp boundaries belong-
ing to A and not-A in the text-books. In any country of old-
established wealth, this is by no means the case; on the con-
trary, capitalistic interests penetrate far down into the proletariat,
and are a means of welding together classes which Marx thought
would increasingly diverge. For example, the following persons,
as shareholders in Handley Page Ltd., manufacturers of aero-
planes, had on June 5, 1931, a common interest, not only in
capitalism, but in war :
Sir Basil Mayhew, K.BJB., Sir Henry Grayson, K.B.E., many
banks and investment companies, Wing Commander Louis Greig,
CV.O., Mr C R. Fairey, the Right Hon. J. Downe, C.M.G.,
D.S.O., 'the Duchess of Grafton, Lord Arthur Browne, Mr F.
Handley Page, Mr Arthur J. Page, . . . taxi-drivers, municipal
officers, printers, stationmasters, brass founders, boot repairers,
wood-sorters, carpenters, chemists, farmers, police-constables,
school-masters, fish merchants, naval officers, an Air Vice-Marshal,
an occasional clergyman, a Brigadier-General, a civil servant in
the Foreign Office, a professor of music, doctors, and the trustees
for the Wesleyan Chapel Purposes (Ltd.), Manchester.1
1 The Secret International, published by the Union of Democratic
Control, p. 19.